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Overview
This Roundtable Dialogue was convened by Growth International. It 
explored the role of business, in International Development, over the next 
ten years. It had a particular focus on Sub-Saharan Africa.

Many companies already undertake projects in collaboration with 
government, NGOs, business and academia to assist in the relief of poverty 
across the world. Are there, however, new and more effective ways of 
working together so there will be less poverty in Africa?  

55 people attended the dialogue from a variety of organisations, experiences, 
and backgrounds. All came with the desire to contribute their energy and 
share ideas.   Their purpose was to identify new ways that business can help 
solve social problems.  Solving these problems by business working better 
together with other stakeholders.

This brief report summarises the thoughts that emerged from a two-hour
dialogue.
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What would a preferred future look 
like for collaboration, between 

business and its stakeholders, that 
helps people in developing countries, 

in 10 years time?

The Key Question



Areas of Focus and Headlines
6 stakeholders / themes / sectors were chosen for groups of around 8 people. Each group  
considered how relationships with business could be improved to mutual benefit and to 
assist in the relief of poverty. These are the groups and the key headlines from their 
dialogue.

1. Academia/ Research and Business :  A global research hub 

2. Knowledge and Technology and Business : A global on-line marketplace

3. Consumers and Business :  Sanitation for all by 2025

4. NGOs and Business : Demise of the NGO through convergence between business and 
NGO sectors

5. Circular Economy and Business : Circular economy achieved in terms of waste and 
recycling by 2025

6. Government and Business : Creating a business friendly environment
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QUESTION

ñWhat would a preferred future look like for collaboration between business 
and a cademia & research sector that helps people in developing countries, in 

10 years time?ò

HEADLINES

Á Business thinks academia is too theoretical, weak on the practical, can be 
arrogant/inflexible about their ideas. It also doesnôt communicate in a concise, business 
friendly way

Á Academia thinks business is weak at identifying and structuring the problems and / or 
challenges. It can also be too parochial and short-sighted

Á ñAsk an academic what the weather is like and they will give you a thesis on meteorology. 
Ask a business person and they will say óyou had better take an umbrellaôò

Á Given the speed of change and growing complexity there is a need to get out of óbusiness 
as usualô thinking and a focus on the immediate and short-term. Academia can help 
business do this.

VISION

ñFirst global research hub receives UN awardsò... ñBuilding the new 
infrastructure a yard at a timeò...ñTop global companies and 
universities set out manifesto to reduce poverty in Africaò

Academia & Research ðPreferred Future
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There is a danger in oversimplifying research and the theoretical divide 
that may follow from closer links between development academia & 

research and the private sector.

How can we incentivise collaboration 
and what new forms of relationship may 

emerge from this?

Academia & Research 
can be a catalyst for 

change by bridging the 
gap between how the 
world is and how it is 

changing

Interpretation of 
academic works is 

required for business

Academia can 
provide a structure 

for business in 
Development

Move from 
dissemination to 

update and free up 
both sides from rigidity

Academia & Research ðDiscussion
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QUESTION

ñWhat would a preferred future look like for collaboration between 
business and the circular economy sector that helps people in developing 

countries, in 10 years time?ò

HEADLINES

Á Manufacturing in Africa not done elsewhere

Á Donôt transplant ócurrent thinkingô into local manufacturing ïstart from a different 
place/different models

Á Shift needed in culture/ethics by business moving beyond shareholder return and by 
NGOs in terms of collaboration

VISION

ñ4g over 85% of AfricaòéòBusiness investments in open 
education pay offò

Circular Economy ðPreferred Future
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Glocalisation ïlocal communities in Africa have their own 
interpretation of the circular economy. Just transferring the western 

way of tackling green issues will not work for local communities: their 
local culture needs to be taken in to consideration.

Rethinking value chains:  local communities need 
to be empowered to achieve circular economy by 

analysing each component through the value 
chain.

African governments have 
an important role to play 

in supporting the 
development of local 
enterprises through 

finance, policy & subsidy

Social enterprises with a 
focus on business 

principles such as product 
life optimisation and triple 

bottom line alongside 
profit maximisation

Western products donôt 
consider the local 

knowledge and needs 
of Africa leading to 
problems of waste

Africa has the potential to 
lead the circular economy 
by 2025 through bottom -

up scaling of local 
approaches

Circular Economy ðDiscussion
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